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(54) PUSH-BUTTON SWITCH 

(57) [Abstract] 
[Object] 

To provide a push-button switch capable of achieving light emission while 
optionally changing tone if necessary, imparting a new function, and improving 
appearance and design property, 
[Solution] 

A key top part is formed by a polymer material containing a fluorescent 
material, and an ultraviolet ray source is provided on a back part of the key top 
part- 

[Claims] 
[Claim 1] 

A push-button switch comprising: a key top part formed by a polymer 
material containing a fluorescent material; and an ultraviolet ray source provided 
on a back part of the key top part, wherein change in tone of the key top part and 
light emission can be optionally performed. 

[Claim 2] 

A push-button switch comprising: a key top part on which a character or a 
mark is printed by an ink containing a fluorescent material; and an ultraviolet ray 
source provided on a back part of the key top part, wherein change in tone of the 
character or the mark and light emission can be optionally performed- 
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[Claim 3] 

A push-button switch comprising: a key top part having a fluorescent 
material layer laminated thereon; and an ultraviolet ray source provided on a back 
part of the key top part, wherein change in tone of the key top part and light 
emission can be optionally performed. 

[Specification Page 2] 
[0007] 

[Embodiments of the Invention] 

The present invention provides a push-button switch including a key top 
part formed by a polymer material containing a fluorescent material, and an 
ultraviolet ray source provided on a back part of the key top part, 

[0008] 

The present invention also provides a push-button switch including a key 
top part on which a character or a mark is printed by an ink containing a 
fluorescent material, and an ultraviolet ray source provided on a back part of the 
key top part. 

[0009] 

In the present invention, further, instead of the aforementioned 
configuration that the fluorescent material is contained in the polymer material to 
be molded or is contained in the ink to be printed or applied, a fluorescent material 
layer is laminated on the back part of the key top part with a film-like matter 
containing the fluorescent material or a film-like matter obtained by printing an 
ink containing the fluorescent material on entirety of or part of a film previously 
interposed therebetween or through an adhesive* Alternatively, the present 
invention also provides a push-button switch including a key top part having a rear 
side on which a fluorescent material layer formed by vapor deposition or 
sputtering is laminated, and an ultraviolet ray source provided on a back part of the 
key top part. 

[Specification Page 3] 
[0020] 

In the present invention, the type of the fluorescent material and the type 
of the key top part or the sheet-like matter forming the push-button switch using 
the fluorescent material are not limited to one, respectively. A plurality of 

fluorescent materials, key top parts or film-like matters may be used to realize 
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change in tone of light emission of not less than two colors. 

[0021] - From the beginning to the fifth line - 

Examples of the ultraviolet lay souree provided on the back part of the 
push-button switch according to the present invention include a normal straight or 
bent black lamp emitting a ultraviolet wavelength, a cold cathode black lamp, a 
small-sized black lamp of midget lamp type or mercury-arc lamp type, an 
ultraviolet LED and the like. 
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